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Minutes 
Executive Committee Meeting 

January 15, 2009 
Telephone Conference Call 

9:00 AM 
 
 
 

Attendance:  Karen Alvey, Larry Pearson, Sandy Phillips, Joe 
Christopher, Rick Blackwell, Ann Barnson, Lorrie Economy, Kathy 
Leydsman, Jolene bundy 
 
Minutes:  Jolene Bundy 
 
Lorri welcomed everyone to the meeting.  She excused Jan Thompson 
who is in another meeting.  Ann said Mike Beacco also asked to be 
excused. 
 
Agenda Items: 
Regional Information  
Lorri asked if there is anything they would like information on.  

• Karen requested an update on the Unemployment for the area 
and the services being provided to help people get work.  They 
thought the council could discuss what it could do to help get 
information out regarding DWS services and what the staff is 
doing to handle the overload.  They asked for information on the 
time frame to get UI (Unemployment Insurance). 

o Lorri said we could provide an update on our Rapid 
Response services. 

• They asked for information about new businesses coming into 
the area. 

• Ann suggested information on the Incumbent Worker Program.  
She said it is closed now but there were businesses from our 
area that applied.  An update on this could be provided if they 
wanted it.  They felt the information should be presented. 

• Job Availability in the region was also requested.  Lorri said we 
could provide information on the jobs available.   

 
State Council 
Joe and Sandy both attended the State Council meeting.   

• Joe said the State council is preparing a legislative and 
gubernatorial presentation. They will present it to the Governor 
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and the legislature regarding legislative issues. They will meet 
with groups within the council organization asking them to 
contact their local legislator and any other legislators they can 
on the issues the council feels are important.  

o One Issue is a bonding issue for $2.5 Billion for 
infrastructure roadwork that will put a lot of people to 
work.  

o Other issues include a presentation on a positive attitude 
saying things aren’t as bad as they look to counteract the 
negative information put out by the media.  

o Sandy said she was impressed with the shift in priorities 
now compared to what they were in the last meeting.  At 
the last meeting there were more jobs than applicants.  
Now with all of the layoffs there are applicants wanting the 
job before it is ever announced. 

o She said it is even more important now to figure out a way 
to get information out to the public on what DWS does and 
can do for the individuals. 

• Karen asked if anything was mentioned about the transfer of 
credits that we talked about at our last meeting.  Joe said it 
wasn’t talked about.  Lorri said there have been discussions 
about the letter we sent and they will respond concerning it.  
The information Lorri received is that they were surprised about 
the letter because at the upper levels they feel it is working well.  
She said at the lower levels, in the schools, they recognize it 
isn’t working so well.  She said there is a “disconnect” between 
the upper and lower levels and the letter could bring an 
awareness of the “disconnect” and what is really happening. 

o Sandy said one of the more pressing issues now is to do 
with the budget cuts, the funding, and worrying about 
whether the ATC classes will be available when they are 
needed the most.   

o Karen said in this economy they can’t afford to take 
classes over. She felt if we are going to be talking to the 
legislators about other issues we could also mention the 
issue of transferring credits. 

o Lorri said the Governor is pushing for a greater connection 
between Public Ed, Higher, Ed, and Workforce Services.  
She said at the last few council meetings Education has 
had more of a presence there.  They have brought in 
others from education to participate as well as those who 
are council members.  This direction is coming from the 
Governor for better communication between Education and 



 
Minutes of the Western Region Executive Committee 

January 15, 2009– Telephone conference Call 
Page #3 

 

Workforce Services so we are making a difference in that 
area. 

• There were updates from the Governors office of Economic 
Development at the meeting.  They had handouts and Lorri will 
have copies of those in the packets for council meeting. 

• They provided Budget information handouts. 
• They had updates in the training numbers, the obligations, and 

the financial report and obligations.   We will provide that report. 
• They had a rapid response report.  Lorri will provide that also. 
• Ann said there would be updates from the Youth Council.  Ann 

has 2 or 3 members from the Youth council meeting next week 
in a separate meeting to decide what direction they will be 
going.  She said there were updates from the region youth 
councils at the State Youth Council meeting and the other region 
youth councils are doing basically the same thing our youth 
council has been doing. 

• Karen asked if there is a plan regarding the Governors budget 
cuts of 15%.  Lorri said they have plans for cuts and are hoping 
they won’t need to cut the staff because in this economy DWS is 
overwhelmed with new cases. They hope to make cuts in the 
programs rather than cut staff. 

o Lorri said it will be an across the board cut for all agencies 
except for k-12.  That will be last to get the cuts.   

o One example of the cuts DWS is thinking of making is 
cutting time limits on GA funds.  It’s 18 months now.  They 
are talking about cutting it to 10 months.   

 
Possible Agenda Items for the Upcoming council Meeting. 

• Lorri said CTE has requested time to do a presentation on 
articulation agreements that are now in place and available on 
line.  They want to make sure the council knows what is happing 
with that.  They will need about 15 minutes. 

• There is a new E-skills Tool they also want to present.  Education 
is really excited about this and wants it to be presented to the 
council members.  It can be used by private employers in 
creating job descriptions and by education as a pathway.  Lorri 
can present that or we can ask Ann Larson from Steve Maas 
office to come. 

• Larry Pearson said he was impressed with the presentation Lecia 
Langston did at our last meeting.  He wondered if it was too 
soon to do an update. 

o Joe asked about a presentation Mark Knolds made at the 
state council meeting and asked if he could send Lorri the 
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slides he did for a quick overview.  Lorri said she would 
check on that.  Joe said Mark kind of skipped over the 
appreciation of Home Values throughout the State before 
the market crashed.  Joe said he would like to see that 
slide again. 

• Joe said by the time the council meets the legislative 
presentation will have already taken place.  He said the State 
Council is putting the presentation together now and it should be 
ready within a week.  Lorri will forward that to everyone in the 
council.  Then council members can decide on how to contact 
their legislators.   

o Karen is going up to Lobby for another issue and she 
would like the information before she goes up.   

o Lorri said if anyone wants to make comments and read 
what has been done on the presentation she can get the 
information for them to get that on line.   

o Lorri said she would email the information to Karen today. 
• We will be doing the Outstanding Customers for the Six County 

area.  Ann said there are 4 of those to present. 
• Lorri said we still have our Economic and Marketing Taskforces 

and need to decide what direction they will be going. 
o Larry said Sandy mentioned a desire to market the 

services of DWS.  Did the State give any indication as to 
what the state is going to do that we can piggyback off of 
or what should be discussed?  Do we just take off and do 
our own thing or what are they going to do?   

o Sandy said one thing they mentioned was to pass out 
brochures in the long lines where people were waiting at 
DWS.  Lorri said the reasoning behind that is because a lot 
of people think they have to come into the office for 
services and don’t know they can do it on the phone or on 
the Internet.   

o Karen suggested doing workshops if they are having that 
many come in.   

o Ann said we have papers and brochures to hand out with 
information answering questions and helps for getting 
services.   

o She suggested more customers could be directed to the 
library because they have free Internet access there.   

o Sandy wondered if the public really knows where to get 
unemployment services.  Lorri said that is a problem.  If 
the Employer doesn’t tell their employees where to go, 
many of them don’t know.   



 
Minutes of the Western Region Executive Committee 

January 15, 2009– Telephone conference Call 
Page #5 

 

o Ann said, regarding Larry’s question, there could be money 
from the State that we can use.  We need to find that out.  
Usually they do their advertising only along the Wasatch 
Front.  We need to see if we can get part if it if they have 
any.   

o Karen said she feels we need to be able to help people get 
through the process.  DWS needs to get back to the basics 
of helping people so they know someone cares.   

 Sandy suggested going to the Food Banks or places 
like that to hand out materials about DWS.  Lorri 
said we actually have computer access at the Food 
Bank in Richfield where Roene Shaw is. 

• Lorri said we probably won’t have time for the Taskforces to 
meet.  The schedule is pretty full. 

• Karen felt we really needed to spend time discussing how to get 
information out to the public on their UI or financial applications.  
She is hearing people complain that they don’t know how to do 
it.   

o Lorri said the offices are overwhelmed right now so it is 
necessary to go more toward phone and Internet services. 

o It was decided to allow the last few minutes for a 
discussion as to how to help with this problem.  Karen will 
bring up the question so it can be opened up for a 
discussion. 

Lorri said a summary of the items for the Agenda include: 
• Darlene Wabel first at 10:00 or If she can get Lecia or Mark 

they may need the full hour for their update.  Then Darlene 
can be during the Council meeting. 

• Take off the E-skills for this meeting as there won’t be time.   
• There will be the Outstanding Customer Recognitions 
• There will be the Region update 
• State Council update 
• Youth Council update 
• The Marketing topic the last 15 minutes. 

 
Other Business:   
Lois Bulloch is no longer on the council.  They have a new county 
commissioner in her place.  It is Wayne Smith. 
 
Lorri will put the Agenda together and send it out before the meeting 
for the Committee’s approval.  
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
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Action Items 
April 17, 20008 

Item # Person 
responsible for 
Action item 

Action Item Date to be 
completed 

1. Lorri Information for the council information packet to include 
Rapid Response update, Information from the Economic 
Development office, Budget information, training numbers 
and obligations, 

2-09-09 

2. Ann Provide update on Youth council 2/09/09 
3. Lorri Get information on New Businesses coming into the area. 2/18/09 
4. Ann Have information on Incumbent Worker Program 2/15/09 
5. Lorri Forward information on legislative issues to council members ASAP 
6. Lorri Send legislative information to Karen 1/15/09 
7. All Council members contact legislators ASAP 
8. Lorri Contact Mark Knolds for presentation information ASAP 
9. Lorri Check on money from the state for marketing 2/18/09 

10. Lorri Send out the Agenda for the meeting to the committee for 
approval prior to the meeting. 

2/16/09 

    
    
    

 
Conclusions/Decisions 

 
1. The Council will recognize the customers who were nominated for the Outstanding Customers 

from Western Region in the council meeting. 
2. Will do the Region Update, State Council update, and Youth Council update 
3. Have updates from Lecia or the presentation from Mark Knolds if there is time. 
4. Provide information on New businesses coming into the region 
5. Have updates on Rapid Response, and Job Availability for the region 
6. Have update on the Incumbent Worker Program. 
7. Have handouts in the packets from the Economic Development Office, Budget Information, 

Training numbers, Rapid Response, and Youth Council Updates 
8. Have CTE do a presentation on articulation agreements in place 
9. Have time for a marketing discussion. 

10. Do E-skills presentation another time. 
. . 
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